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Focus Japan: Berliner Festspiele Showcase Japanese
Performing and Musical Arts
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In its 75th anniversary year, the Berliner Festspiele, in partnership with the Japanese-
German Center Berlin, are presenting a special focus on Japan’s performing and musical
arts. Through contributions to the programmes of Musikfest Berlin, the Performing Arts
Season, Jazzfest Berlin, MaerzMusik, as well as a commissioned project in the city, this
initiative draws on a long history of exchange and resonance between the Berliner
Festspiele and Japanese forms of artistic expression.

From 28 August to 20 September 2026, Japanese director Akira Takayama will explore archived
visions of a “New Berlin” through What If Berlin, a project unfolding along the 27 S-Bahn stations
of Berlin’s Ringbahn. Over four weekends, the theatre-maker will design a series of guided tours,
each proposing the realization of a site-specific artistic project as a means of reimagining the
city. The ideas for these projects are drawn from the archives of the Berliner Festwochen, the
Berliner Festspiele, other Berlin cultural institutions, as well as from artists directly. These
unrealized projects from the past are presented by experienced city guides aboard the Ringbahn
and reimagined for the present by Akira Takayama. He will discuss the conceptual framework of
What If Berlin at the Japanese Brunch on 30 August 2026, held at the Haus der Berliner
Festspiele.
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The sustained engagement with the classical Japanese art of Noh theatre is deeply rooted in the
75-year history of the Berliner Festspiele. As early as 1993, the Berliner Festwochen—the
predecessor of today’s Musikfest Berlin—dedicated its thematic focus to Japan and Europe.

For Musikfest Berlin this year the ensemble of the Kanze Noh Theater presents the two Noh
dramas Hagoromo and Shakkyd along with the Kyogen comedy Kaki Yamabushi at the
Philharmonie Berlin on 21 September 2026. Developed some 700 years ago, Noh is a uniquely
Japanese form of theatre and one of the oldest theatrical traditions still performed today. In 2008,
it was added to UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

For over two decades, Japanese multi-instrumentalist Otomo Yoshihide has explored the
dynamic between melodic structure and spontaneous improvisation. Following the spectacular
Berlin debut of his Special Big Band at Jazzfest Berlin 2024, he returns to this year’s festival with
the Otomo Yoshihide New Jazz Quintet on 30 October 2026. In their high-energy performances,
the group skillfully combines intricate swing passages, “walls of noise”, and moments of ecstatic
ensemble interplay.

As part of the Performing Arts Season 2026/27, Belgian-French choreographer Damien Jalet will
present Planet [wanderer] on 4 and 5 December 2026, a choreographic interpretation of Japan’s
creation myth set within a breathtaking stage environment by Japanese sculptor Kohei Nawa.
Blending dance, materiality and light, the work unfolds as a sensory meditation on movement,
vulnerability and our relationship with planet Earth.

Dystopian visions of humanity’s future take centre stage in 2020, a performance by the Japanese
multimedia performance collective Dumb Type. The work was originally scheduled to premiere
in March 2020 as the collective’s first new production after an 18-year hiatus. However, the
premiere was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and only a recorded version was
released instead. From 15 to 17 January 2027, the Berliner Festspiele will present the European
premiere of 2020, immediately following its live world premiere at ROHM Theatre Kyoto.

Focus Japan will continue in spring 2027 as part of MaerzMusik (12 to 21 March 2027). Further
information will be announced with the release of the programme in January.

The Volksbiihne am Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz is a cooperation partner of Berliner Festspiele
for Focus Japan, presenting two new productions and one visiting production. On 3 October
2026, Mononoke by Satoko Ichihara will be staged at the Volksblhne. The playwright and
director is one of the leading voices of a new feminist generation of theatre-makers in Japan. For
her surreal heroine’s journey Mononoke, Ichihara draws on the Japanese puppet theatre tradition
of Bunraku and brings it into the present through a stage design by South Korean artist Mire Lee.
In spring 2027, Ichihara returns to the Volksbuhne with Yoroboshi, which premiered in 2023. This
visiting production reinterprets the Japanese legend of the “Blind Weakling” (Shuntokumaru),
telling a moving story of loneliness, violence and sexuality. A new production by Japanese
theatre-maker Toshiki Okada will premiere at the Volksbihne in February 2027. The work
explores personal anxieties and political disillusionment in contemporary Japanese society.
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW FOCUS JAPAN 2026/27

www.berlinerfestspiele.de/en/programm/2026/focus-japan

For accreditation to individual events, please contact the respective festivals via the
Press section of the Berliner Festspiele or directly at akkreditierung@berlinerfestspiele.de.

75 YEARS OF BERLINER FESTSPIELE

Akira Takayam: What If Berlin

The Ringbahn as a Stage for 27 Forgotten Visions of the Future
From 28 August to 20 September 2026

Berlin Ringbahn

Japanese Brunch with Akira Takayama
30 August 2026, 12:00 - 13:30
Haus der Berliner Festspiele, Kassenhalle

MUSIKFEST BERLIN

Kanze Noh Theater

With Kiyokazu Kanze, XXVI. Grand Master of the Kanze School
21 September 2026, 20:00

Philharmonie Berlin, Main Auditorium Hall

Educational Event Noh Theatre

with Grandmaster Kiyokazu Kanze for Berlin pupils
22 September 2026, 11:00

Philharmonie Berlin, Chamber Music Hall

JAZZFEST BERLIN

Otomo Yoshihide New Jazz Quintet
30 October 2026

Haus der Berliner Festspiele
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PERFORMING ARTS SEASON

Damien Jalet / Kohei Nawa: Planet [wanderer]
4 & 5 December 2026
Haus der Berliner Festspiele

Dumb Type: 2020
15to 17 January 2027
Haus der Berliner Festspiele

MAERZMUSIK
12 to 21 March 2027

PARTNER PROGRAMME

Mononoke by Satoko Ichihara
3 October 2026

A production by Toshiki Okada
February 2027

Yoroboshi by Satoko Ichihara
Spring 2027

Volksbiihne am Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz
neu.volksbuehne-berlin.de

Focus Japan is an initiative by Berliner Festspiele in partnership with the Japanese-German
Center Berlin.
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