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Press release 

Good stuff: Textile Worlds from the 
Hanse Era to the Present  
 
Special exhibition from 7 October 2022 to 23 April 2023 
 
 
A new exhibition entitled “Good Stuff: Textile Worlds from the Hanse Era 
to the Present” joins the dots between one of the first consumer revolu-
tions in the Middle Ages and today’s textile industry. It focuses on one of 
our most important everyday products – textiles. How did textiles weave 
together societies in the past and in the present? How fair and sustaina-
ble was the production, trade and use of garments in the Middle Ages; and 
what is the situation today? The exhibition is on show at the European 
Hansemuseum in Lübeck from 7 October 2022 to 23 April 2023. It is taking 
place under the patronage of Dr Robert Habeck, Federal Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Climate Action. 
 
From the Hanse era to the present day 

It becomes clear as soon as you enter the exhibition: textiles are everywhere. Long 
lengths of brightly coloured material on the walls and ceilings surround the visitors 
and immerse them in a world of fabrics. Textiles play a vital role in our lives, and our 
society was and continues to be knitted together around the world by textiles. The 
new exhibition “Good Stuff: Textile Worlds from the Hanse Era to the Present” at the 
European Hansemuseum in Lübeck looks at the fascinating history of how fabrics 
are produced, traded and used, and what cloth and clothing mean for society. A 
historical section is dedicated to the Hanse period, when Hanse merchants traded 
textiles throughout northern Europe. Their high-quality products brought prosperity 
to entire regions and as an important commodity were a defining feature of the 
northern European market economy. At the same time the exhibition draws paral-
lels to the present day and examines the question of how a fair, healthy world can 
be reconciled with our need for textiles. “In our exhibitions we always want to draw 
attention to the present day too and show how the subject has remained relevant 
and controversial”, says museum director Dr Felicia Sternfeld. “With ‘Good Stuff’ 
that was a natural approach, of course, because it is a subject with the potential 
to change the way people think – especially the part about the contemporary tex-
tile industry.”  
 
Historical exhibits and innovative multimedia tools  

A particular highlight of the exhibition is a 600-year-old child’s tunic from the Ar-
chaeological Museum in Gdansk, which in this good condition is extremely rare. Ar-
tefacts like this give visitors a fascinating insight into the fashions of the time. Its 
material tells us that the garment must have come from a wealthy family. The 
woollen tunic is in a fashionable green and decorated with silk trimming. In those 
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days there was no children’s fashion like we have today. Children wore the same 
clothes as adults – just in small sizes. Cloth seals from Belgium and the Netherlands 
that were found in Tallinn enable us to track the passage of the textiles from west 
to east, and other loan exhibits like shears and spindles illustrate the intricacies of 
the production process. “It’s well worth taking the long look back to the Hanse pe-
riod if we want to understand how and why textiles define our society. And what 
we see is that textile trading in the Hanse era and the present day have more in 
common than we might think”, says Dr Angela Huang, co-project lead and co-cura-
tor of the exhibition. “Fabrics have always been symbolic and fabrics have always 
been exchanged and traded. The history of the Hanse and our exhibition show that 
textiles are a timeless aspect of society.” 
 
The Living Book 

The “Good Stuff” exhibition at the EHM features new multimedia terminals: the “Liv-
ing Book” is an interactive device that provides particularly vivid descriptions and 
explanations of the medieval textile trade. A large, richly bound book forms the ba-
sis for the installation and the app is launched by touching and turning the pages. 
This history of textile trading is brought to life before the eyes of the users, by 
means of animation, music and voices. Trade routes appear from nowhere and 
ships sail across the sea. Who is selling what to whom, and is it really such “good 
stuff”? An argument erupts – can the Hanse merchants resolve the conflict?  
“We were able to attract a large number of sponsors for the exhibition and the new 
museum technology”, explains Dr Felicia Sternfeld, “and we are very grateful to all 
the institutions that have supported us. The ‘Living Book’ was realised particularly 
thanks to the financial support of the ‘gemeinnützige Sparkassen Stiftung’ of 
Lübeck and the Friends of the European Hansemuseum and Lübeck Castle Friary. 
Afterwards this multimedia terminal will be included in our permanent exhibition 
and so continue to fascinate our visitors young and old.” 
 
Sustainability 

One particular focus of the exhibition is the highly topical subject of sustainability. 
How fair and sustainable was the whole textile business in the Middle Ages – and 
what do we think about the situation today? What were the consequences of con-
sumption for society and the environment in the Middle Ages, and what are they 
now? Debates about clothing, luxury and waste, fair working conditions and prod-
uct quality go back a long way.   
The Future Lab is a place that aims to engage and inspire. Various terminals here 
invite visitors to learn more, carry out their own research and make their own con-
tribution. They can take a look at the textile worlds which may emerge tomorrow 
and find out about alternative consumer options and cutting-edge textile projects. 
The patented spuncover technology, for example, produces a special composite 
material that is hard-wearing and also provides good storage of nutrients for plant 
growth. This makes it particularly suitable for greening urban structures, where it 
could be used for roof gardens, for instance.  
 
Accompanying programme 

The wide range of accompanying events for children, teenagers and adults provides 
many different opportunities to engage with the topics of the Hanse, textiles and 
sustainability. They include guided tours of the exhibition, workshops in upcycling 
and hand spinning, a clothes-swapping party, lectures and programmes for schools, 
so there is something for everyone. Guests can also examine the contents of the 



 

06/10/2022 
Page 3/3 
 

exhibition in greater depth before and during their visit with the multifaceted and 
accessible visitors’ guide and the specially developed website www.guter-
stoff.hansemuseum.eu. 
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About the European Hansemuseum 
The European Hansemuseum opened in 2015 as the premium destination dedicated to the history of 
the Hanse. With a blend of atmospheric historical scenes and classical museum cabinets, the perma-
nent exhibition describes the daring and daily lives of the merchants, urban life and commerce in the 
Middle Ages and the organisational structures and meetings of the Hanse that took place some 800 
years ago. Temporary exhibitions, the Castle Friary monument and a wide range of educational and 
cultural events accompany the permanent exhibition. Attached to the EHM is the Research centre for 
the history of the Hanseatic League and the Baltic region (FGHO), which coordinates historical and 
interdisciplinary research into Hanse history. 
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