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Press release, March 2023 

VOICE:over – A two-year programme series dedicated to the 
phenomenon of the voice 

With interdisciplinary exhibition projects, performances, an opera installation 
and a diverse discourse program, the series VOICE:over at Galerie Nord| 
Kunstverein Tiergarten presents various phenomena of the voice. The projects 
negotiate the spectrum of the voice as a medium within the medium itself – 
considering scream as well as speaking or singing.  

 
 
Projekt 6 | 22.04. – 05.06.2023 

Talking Heads: Archival Echoes 
Curated by Eva Bentcheva and Lisa Paland 
22 April – 5 June 2023 
Opening: Friday 21st April 2023 

What happens when voice is documented? How are memory, storytelling and 
history preserved, and what is lost in the process? As part of the series 
VOICE:Over at Galerie Nord, the exhibition “Talking Heads: Archival Echoes” 
presents three artistic positions on archiving ‘voice’. 

Here, archives are seen as more than documentation. They are a medium for 
telling personal, collective and political stories. The multimedia works presented 
here test the boundaries of what is an archive, and whose voice resides within it.  

The video archive HERstory (founded in France in 2012 by curator Julie Crenn and 
artist Pascal Lièvre) captures personal accounts of feminist and gendered 
positions in the art world. In 2023, HERstory recorded a new set of interviews in 
Berlin with artists, activists, curators and scholars on personal reflections of how 
questions of gender are articulated. This latest collection of oral history videos are 
presented for the first time in this exhibition. Here, they stand testament to the 
diverse voices around the question ‘are you a feminist?’, and the importance of 
sustaining a living discussion around the topic.  

From the act of speaking to the ‘unsaid’, Tuan Mami’s environmental installation, 
“Museum of the Immigrating Garden” (2023), evokes deeply personal and 
unarticulated histories of migration from Vietnam to Germany. This work stems 
from Immigrating Garden (2020 to the present), an ongoing project which was 
most recently shown as site-specific environmental artwork at documenta 15 in 
Kassel. It is presented at Galerie Nord as a ‘living' archive of discretely imported 
and home-grown plants from Vietnam, as well as snippets of audio-visual 
recordings. This newly created museal ‘environment’ explores plants as 
documentation, sustenance, and utterances of diasporic voices and experiences. 
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Finally, Gulzat Egemberdieva’s installation “Neither in the Mountain, nor in the 
Field” (2023) gives form to the importance of orality for nomadic communities of 
central Asia. Shifting between autobiography, historical footage and video 
portraiture, Egemberdieva’s experimental documentary film is accompanied here 
by photography by Tobias Marschall and an on-site installation. Together, they 
convey a search to articulate identity between past and present, as well as 
national and regional borders, in present-day Kyrgystan.  

 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of tours, talks and discussions 
around the theme of ‘archiving voice’. 
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