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Biographies 

 

Eva Bentcheva is an art historian and curator with a focus on transnational 
archives, conceptualism, performance and participation art in South/Southeast 
Asia and Europe. She is Associate Lecturer at the Heidelberg Centre for 
Transcultural Studies at Heidelberg University where she is developing a research 
project on ‘Fluxus Resonances in Southeast Asia’. She is also Postdoctoral 
Researcher and Publications Coordinator for the international research project 
'Worlding Public Cultures: The Arts and Social Innovation'. She completed her PhD 
in Art History at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of 
London. Her previous positions have included Adjunct Researcher for the Tate 
Research Centre: Asia, Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Paul Mellon Centre for 
Studies in British Art, and the Goethe-Institut Fellow at Haus der Kunst in Munich 
where she co-curated the exhibition Archives in Residence: Southeast Asia 
Performance Collection (2019). In 2022, she co-edited a special issue of the 
academic journal Southeast of Now: Directions in Contemporary and Modern Art 
on 'Pathways of Performativity in Contemporary Art of Southeast Asia'. 

 

Julie Crenn holds a doctorate in Art History and is an art critic (a member of the 
AICA), and an independent exhibition curator. In 2005, she obtained a Masters in 
Historical Research and Art Criticism from Université Rennes 2, where the work of 
the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo was the subject of her thesis. As part of her 
research into feminist and postcolonial practices, she was given the title of Doctor 
of Arts (history and theory) by the Université Michel de Montaigne, Bordeaux III. 
Her thesis focused on contemporary textile practices and artistic works that 
highlight the theme of memory, history, gender, and cultural and sexual 
identities. Since 2018, Crenn has been artistic director of the residence Les 
Ateliers des Arques in the Lot (France). She is a member (2014–2020) of the FRAC 
Poitou-Charentes (France) Comité technique d’acquisition (‘technical acquisition 
committee’). She has organised a number of exhibition projects in France (in 
Paris, Caen, Rochechouart, Clermont Ferrand, Bourges, Tarbes, Bordeaux, and 
Saint-Denis de La Réunion), in Belgium (Brussels and Ghent), and in Germany 
(Leipzig); and she regularly contributes to various art magazines, including 
Artpress, Africultures, Laura, and Branded. 

 

Gulzat Egemberdieva is an experimental documentary filmmaker, multimedia 
artist and researcher currently living in Berlin. Her work focuses on the pre- and 
post-Soviet cultural history of Central Asia, cultures of nomadism and 
remembrance. She spent her childhood in a small village in northern Kyrgyzstan. 
She has a BA in Journalism from Bishkek University of Humanities, and an MA 
from the Centre of European, Russian and Eurasian Studies at the University of 
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Toronto. She is currently a DAAD Scholar, developing a PhD at Humboldt 
University in Berlin on ‘Empowerment of the Powerless: Women in Kyrgyz 
Culture.’ Her films have been shown at the Zerkalo International Film Festival, the 
Verzio International Human Rights Documentary Film Festival, and the German 
International Ethnographic Film Festival, among others. She has previously 
worked at the Kyrgyz National Radio and Television, and is presently the co-
founder and co-director of the documentary film production company, 
Chemodanfilms (www.chemodanfilms.com). 

 

Pascal Lièvre is a visual artist who appeared on the contemporary art scene in the 
early 2000s, with a series of music videos where political, psychoanalytical or 
philosophical texts were sung on popular music. He explores the figure of the 
exception to copyright, that is the right of parody, by exploiting the critical 
potential of imitation, reconnecting with the theatrical origin of jester interludes: 
he produces political parquets and creates plastic fictions by model inversion. His 
performance practice begins with reenactments of historical performances, 
especially of women artists, and then of theoretical corpus shaping through sports 
practices such as aerobics or the figure of the parade. His replays the history of art 
with sequins on canvas, a travesty of iconic authoritarian forms from 
contemporary art. Over the last years, he has worked on feminist theoretical 
corpora in the form of video installation, performances or graphic works. His 
works have been shown in France at Espace Ricard (Paris), FRAC Champagne-
Ardenne, FRAC Ile-de-France, FRAC Réunion, FRAC Aquitaine, at the Maison des 
Arts – Center for Contemporary Art in Paris. Malakoff, Saint-André Abbey in de 
Meymac the Ingres Museum in Montauban, the Pompidou Center (Paris), 
MACVAL (Vitry-sur-Seine), Espace Croisé (Roubaix), the MIAM (Sète), CAPA in 
Aubervilliers, at CAC – La Traverse (Alfortville) or at the Transpalette – Bourges 
Contemporary Art Center, and Palais de Tokyo (Paris). 

His works have also been presented internationally at the Ronald Felman Gallery 
(New York), Flatland Gallery (Amsterdam), Art Statements Gallery (Hong Kong), 
Muu Gallery (Helsinki), Blackwood Gallery (Toronto), Satelite Gallery (Vancouver), 
Westfaelischer Kunstverein (Münster), Casino (Luxembourg), National Gallery 
(Washington), Museum of Modern Art in Moscow, Darling Foundry (Montreal), 
Villa Medici (Roma). 

 

Tuan Mami lives and works in Hanoi. He is an interdisciplinary-experimental 
artist, working with site-specific installation, video, performance and conceptual 
art, who constantly explores new mediums, means and methods of evolving with 
reflective questioning, and social research. His works deal with questions about 
life, social interactions between people themselves and their environments, and 
he re-constructs situations into ones that engage people or objects from 
particular reality to enter and engage with one another in a social processes. 
Mami has held number of solo exhibitions, including “Protest Against the Void”, 
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Defibrillator Gallery, Chicago, 2013; “24Hours Tension”, PØST, Los Angeles, 2013; 
“In a Breath-Nothing Stands Still” project in Art Rotterdam 2016; The Factory Art 
Space, Hochiminh 2018; Teratotera, Tokyo 2018. He has also participated in many 
international exhibitions including “The Clouds Will Tell”, Changwon Sculpture 
Biennale, S.Korea 2014; “Plastic Myths”, ACC Gwangju, S.Korea 2015; “Krisis”, 
Nottingham, UK 2016; “Documenting Change- Our Climate”, The –CU Art 
Museum, Colorado 2019; "Archives in Residence: Southeast Asia Performance 
Collection", Haus der Kunst, Munich 2019, “Co- Inspiration in Catastrophe”, MOCA 
Taipei, Taiwan ; “Matter of Art”, Prague Biennale, Czech Republic 2020, and “Nhà 
Sàn Collective”, documenta 15, Kassel 2022. 

 

Lisa Paland is an art and cultural scientist and curator. Within the research 
training group "Normativity, Critique, Change" she is currently writing her 
doctoral thesis in art history on performative exhibition practices at Freie 
Universität Berlin. She completed her M.A. studies in "Staging the Arts and 
Media" at the University of Hildesheim in 2019 with a thesis on feminist science 
fiction narratives in contemporary art. Previously, she studied in the Bachelor's 
programme "Culture and Media Education" at Merseburg University of Applied 
Sciences. As a curator and art mediator she has worked for Lothringer 13 Halle in 
Munich, Kunstverein Hildesheim, transmediale – festival for art and digital 
culture, Meta.Morf – Trondheim International Biennale for Art and Technology, 
and the National Gallery of Iceland, among others. 2019–21 she was a curatorial 
fellow for the Haus der Kunst in Munich, where she has worked on various 
exhibitions, events and publications, featuring Phyllida Barlow, Sung Tieu, 
Kapwani Kiwanga, and the Southeast Asia Performance Collection. 
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